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FDA Food Safety Modernization Act:
The President signs the most sweeping over-

haul of food-safety legislation since 1938.
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Food Safety Series

Companies at every link in the food chain may need to take additional steps to prevent

food-borne illness.

Highlights

*  The bill will usher in a new era
of food-safety regulation, with
increased enforcement, stiffer
penzlties and broadear record-
keeping requirements for high
risk food.

* The legislation requires food
manufacturers and processors
to develop and document food-
safety plans that identify and
prevent hazards &t each facility.

* These companies also may
nead to do more to verify
the safety of the ingredients
they usa.

! Food-safety standards aim to reflect today's vastly different food

: manufacturing and distribution system.

. The legislation was prompted by changes in the food supply and

- outbreaks of food poisoning in recent years involving eggs, tainted
. peanut butter, cookie dough and fresh bagged spinach that

- sickened hundreds of peaple acrass the country.

The legislation requires risk-based assessments to inform food

: safety plans.

The planning, testing and documenting controls over food safety
- could be strongly enforced. Recall procedures and defense from
. intentional contamination could also be required.

A change in mindset in the food industry will be necessary.

- Growers, food manufacturers and processors, importers,

- restaurants, and food retailers may all face new mandates that
- could require a change in mindset at the highest level to ensure
. aculwure of food safety.

LEAVITI

Background

H The legislation is an impartant step in The FDA, which oversees 80% of the
Resp Oﬂdlﬂg to updating America’s antiquared food- food supply, is currently developing new
147 safety laws. standards for safely growing, harvesting
the rea'llﬁes Of and packing fresh fruit and vegetables. The
The new legislation was proposed partly FDA zlso is gearing up to propose rules on

today’s food
supply chain

in response to high-profile outbrezks of
food poisoning in recent years that have
undermined public confidence in the

the sanitary handling of food by companies
that transport it in bulk.
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